
T H E  B O Y  I  A M  ·  B Y  K . L .  K E T T L E

READING ACCESS — REACHABLE FOR EVERY READER
Pre-teach vocabulary, sentence s tems & s trategies  · SEND · EAL · lower-prior-attainment

The pack' s  extracts  are m or e  acce ssible  t h an  t h e y look . They decode at a reading age of about 9: short
sentences , mos tly plain words . What makes  the book feel harder is  i ts  invented vocabulary and Jude's  dis t inctive

voice, not the decoding. Pre-teach a handful  of terms  and the extracts  open up for almos t any reader, with the

thinking kept ful ly intact.

PRE-TEACH THESE TEN two minutes before reading: the words that carry the world

mer it o c r a c y:  the idea people get  ahead by thei r  own
effor t  and abi l i ty.  In  th i s  wor ld i t ' s  a l ie.

mer it  / d emer it :  poin ts  that  m eas ure a pers on ' s
" wor th" .  Gi r l s  are born  wi th  m er i t s ; boys  inher i t  debt .

t he C ha nc ello r :  the al l -power fu l  wom an who ru les  the
Tower.

t he Ho u s e o f  B o ys :  where boys  are rais ed, t rained
and prepared to be s old.

a  "lo t " :  a th ing s old at  auct ion . Boys  are cal led lots  and
given num bers , not  nam es .

Ab o ve :  the weal thy, power fu l  wom en who l ive in  the
upper  Tower.

Ho u s e Fa t her s :  the m en who run  the Hous e of Boys  day
to day.

a  Wa r d :  a boy owned pers onal ly by a wom an.

t he mines :  where a boy i s  s en t  i f no one buys  h im  before
he tu rns  s even teen.

t he d a r k-ho u r s  / "nig ht " :  in  the Tower  there i s  no
real  n igh t ; s om eone fl ips  a s wi tch .

PRINT THESE ONTO THE PUPIL SHEET not just  said aloud: put the scaffold in their hands

Se n t e n ce  st e m s — t h e  m ask t ask De scr ibe  & r e ve al  — t h e  gar de n  t ask

LOWER THE READING DEMAND — WITHOUT LOWERING THE THINKING

Be f or e  & du r in g Make  i t  st ick

Au d io  & r ea d -a lo u d . Each ext ract  i s  abou t  a page — ideal  for  reading aloud. Model  the fi r s t , then  let  pai rs  re-
read. Mos t  devices  wi l l  read the PDF aloud ( Im m ers ive Reader, or  the bu i l t - in  " Speak"  tools )  for  s tudents  who need

i t .  Rea d ing  a g e no t ed  a b o ve is  f o r  t he ext r a c t s ; the whole novel  i s  a longer , m ore dem anding read bes t
kept  for  confiden t  readers .

"On the outside I… but inside I…"

"I showed them ___, but really I ___."

"My face said ___. My hands said ___."

Bold opener: "My name is ___ and I am ___."

"It looked like… It felt like… It smelled of…"

"I had never ___ before."

End on a question: "I wondered who ___."

Feel ing words  to bank fi r s t :  dread, wonder,
longing, safe, exposed.

Pre-teach the ten  words  above ( two m inu tes ) .

Read the ext ract  aloud fi r s t  — the voice carr ies
the m eaning.

Chunk i t :  one paragraph, one ques t ion  at  a t im e.

Pai r  a confiden t  reader  wi th  a developing one.

Dual-code: s ketch  the s tage or  the garden before
wr i t ing.

Give the s tem s  on paper; t ick each as  i t ' s  us ed.

Let  s tudents  ans wer  in  a s en tence before a
paragraph.

Accept  a drawing + label  as  a fi r s t  res pons e.


