
T H E  B O Y  I  A M  ·  B Y  K . L .  K E T T L E

MAKE THE CASE — TO PUT IT ON THE TIMETABLE OR THE SHELF
A one-page brief for heads of department, budget-holders  & your DSL

T he  sho r t  ve r sio n: a Carnegie -nominated dystopia that fl ips gender and power, hooks reluctant readers
fast, and does double duty across English, PSHE/RSHE and Citizenship — with every teaching resource already
buil t and free.

WH Y NOW: T H E CONVERS AT ION T H E BOOK WAL KED INT O
The gender  convers at ion  i s  back on  every fron t  page: a loud on l ine cu l tu re s el l ing boys  a nar row idea of m anhood
and s el l ing gi r l s  im pos s ible ideals  and cons tan t  s cru t iny; s om e young people cool ing on  equal i ty; and r igh ts  and
gender-iden t i ty debates  in  the news . The Boy I Am gives  every s tuden t  — gi r l s  and boys  — a s afe, fi ct ional  way in :
feel ing a gender  s ys tem  from  the in s ide, and as king who wr i tes  the ru les  and who pays .

WHY IT EARNS ITS PLACE the  case  in thre e

En g ag emen t The gender-fl ip prem is e — a world where boys  are auct ioned to wom en — is  an ins tant  hook,
and lands  es pecial ly wel l  wi th reluctant  and dis engaged readers . Award-recognis ed (Carnegie-
nom inated), s o i t  carr ies  external  credibi l i ty.

C u r r i c u l u m val u e One text, three s ubjects . It  teaches  narrat ive craft  and viewpoint  wr i t ing an d  anchors
PS HE/RS HE and Ci t izens hip uni ts  — efficient  us e of curr icu lum  t im e, not  an add-on.

Zer o  pr ep c o st A fu l l  free s u i te al ready exis ts : act ivi ty pack wi th ans wer keys , les s on plans , uni ts , dis cus s ion
guides , craft  s pot l ights , reading-acces s  s upport  and a content  m ap. Adoption does n' t  cos t
teacher hours .

CURRICULUM FIT

En gl ish

Narrat i ve voice &
character i s at ion ; langu age and

s t ru ctu re analys i s ; viewpoin t ,
bias  and rhetor ic; reading and
wr i t i ng open ings  and endings
(KS3 & KS4, incl .  GCSE

AO2/AO5/AO6).

PSHE / RSHE

Cons en t  as  power  and choice;
iden t i ty and s el f-pres en tat ion ;

recogn i s ing abu s e of power ;
res i l i ence, agency and s tanding
u p for  other s .

C it ize n sh ip

Power , fai rnes s  and r igh ts ; how
s ociet ies  ju s t i fy inequ al i ty;

propaganda and con t rol  of
in form at ion ; protes t  and
col lect i ve act ion .

SAFEGUARDING, BRIEFLY for your DSL

Han dl ed wi t h
c ar e

A dys topia in the t radi t ion of The Handmaid's Tale and Noughts & Crosses, taught in m any
s chools  from  KS 3 up. The four  extract  les s ons  are chos en to be clas s room -s afe (Year 9+);
whole-novel  s tudy is  bes t  KS 4.

Fu l l y do c u men t ed A C o n t en t  Map  s hows  exact ly where s ens i t ive m ater ial  fal l s  ( for  previewing/redact ing),
and s upport  l inks  s i t  in  the pack. Nothing is  h idden; everything is  plannable.

A par agr aph  f or  a le t t e r  h om e  — copy, past e , adapt

"This half-term, [class] will study The Boy I Am by K.L. Kettle — a Carnegie -nominated dystopia in the tradition of

Noughts & Crosses and The Handmaid's Tale — to explore power, identity and standing up for what's right, in English
and PSHE. We've chosen extracts and framing suitable for the class; to know more, please contact [teacher]."

Everyt hing ref erenc ed here is  f ree  at  klket t le.c o m, where you  can  al s o book an  au thor  vi s i t .


