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CRAFT SPOTLIGHT 4 — THE FINALE
The closing page, up close · English · GCSE AO2 · KS3–KS4

C ONT AINS T HE ENDING  — this  one quotes  the final  page. Use i t  af t e r  your clas s  or g roup has  finished the
book, as  a craft  caps tone. For no-spoi ler  opt ions , use S potl ights  1–3 ( the opening , the garden, wri t ing  to " you" ) .

A name is a story that gets passed down and twisted by time. This has to be the start of more than one
story, so it needs more than one name.

I'll be a boy. Just that.
A boy that started something. A boy that went to Madam Glassey and insisted he pay off the debt of as

many in the dorms that he could.
They can ignore one boy.

Not a hundred, more maybe.
Freedom for as many of us as possible. There's more power in that than anything.

I'm going not just to live, I'm going to fight. We all are.

From The Boy I Am by K.L. Ke t t le , f inal chapt e r.

WHAT THE WRITING IS DOING five moves worth naming with a class

"I' ll be a boy. Just that."

After  long, winding s entences  about  nam es  and

s tor ies , two blunt  ones . The fu l l  s top on " Jus t  that ."

lands  the choice l ike a verdict .  AO2 · se n t e n ce  f orms

"They can ignore one boy. / Not a hundred, more
maybe."

The idea s cales  up acros s  the l ine break. The whi te

s pace does  the argu ing; the reader  com pletes  the

m aths . AO2 · st ru ct u re  & t h e  lin e  bre ak

"Freedom for as many of us as possible."

" us " , not  " m e" . The book' s  whole argum ent  — freedom

only counts  i f i t ' s  s hared — s i ts  ins ide one pronoun.

AO2 · word ch oice  / t h e me

"I'm going… to fight. We all are."

The final  tu rn  from  " I"  to " we" . A whole novel  of being

alone res olves  in to a col lect ive in  three words  — the

them e del ivered as  gram m ar. AO2 · pron ou n  sh if t  as

climax

St ep  b a c k — t h e s h a p e o f  i t : long → s hor t , one → m any, " I"  → " we"  — the pas s age enacts what  i t  argues , a
pr ivate decis ion becom ing a s hared caus e. AO 2 · WHO L E -T E XT  ST RUC T URE

Rea d ing  like a  writ er — yo ur t urn

Take the ending of your own piece. Make two changes :
cut the final long sentence in half so a short one lands

the point, and turn the las t " I"  into " we" . Read both
aloud — what does  each do?

For  l ibr ar ian s & r e adin g gr ou ps.  Deciding

whether to shadow, s tock or recom m end i t?  This  — not

the worksheet — is  the wri t ing . The Boy I Am is

Carneg ie-nom inated; ki ts  & author vis i ts  at

klke t t le .c om.


